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Trauma and Socio-Political Concerns: A Study
of Selected Modern Post-War Narratives

Sachin Namdeo Gadekar'
!Asst. Prof. of English, Tuljaram Chaturchand College of Arts,
Science and Commerce, Baramati, Afj Tliated to SP Pune University, Pune

Abstract- Modern literature is significant for its various human, political and philosephical concerns. The present paper
aims to study trauma, history and different human concerns of modern society. The word trauma is defined in different
ways. But in a general sense, it can be defined as an extreme painful experience that causes severe emotional shock and
also have serious impact on human psyche. It also causes a very serious emotional rupture. ‘Trauma has strongly
influenced the literary imagination. The present paper studies trauma, past interaction and human concerns in the
selected post World War narratives of Kazuo Ishiguro's The Renmins of the Day (1989), and Amos Oz's A Perfect Peace
(1982). These writers are the twentieth century’s most original literary voices, whose novels offer the kaleidoscopic visions
of & modern world, people and their concerns along with political and saocial issues in the glohal scenario. The selected
novels are the masterpieces of the world literature, later trauslated into English. Moreoever, another reason for choosing
these writers is that they were shortlisted for the Nobel Prize for literature, who are representing different world with
common concerns for human beings. They have presented grim realitics of human world with detailed description of
crimes of their respective country, history, brutality, treachery and more seriously miseries of modern human beings. The
present study focuses on psychic history of individuals and their responses. It explores the selected novels within the
context of local histories, politics, cultural patterns and their relation to different forces. The political and contextual
reflection is also examined carefully.

Keywords: Trauma, history, brutality, socio-political concerns ctc. )
Trauma narratives have significantly influenced the literary narratives of the modern cra. There are diffierent theories
of trauma, So, it becomes difficult to include all voices together in a single theory. There are various aspects of
trauma discussed by Cathy Caruth, Judith Butler, Soshana Felman, Ann Kaplan, Freud and Lacan along with an
emphasis on dissociation and the linguistic effects. The present study incorporates diverse experiences together into
the broader trauma theory which could help to study different ways and methods of expressing triiuma and its impact
on individual and society. Cathy Caruth has defined it as “an overwhclming experience of sudden or catastrophic
events in which the response to the event occurs in the often delayed, uncontrolled repetitive appearances”. ;
Kazuo Ishiguro's The Remains of the Day, third novel won him the Booker prize, is 8 post-imperialist work. It
narrates the story of an English butler named Stevens from the first person point of view, who recalls his past in the
form of a diary. The novel describes his personal life, but more significantly tocuses on the relationship with his
colleagucs, loyalty to his master and dignity. The protagonist is nostalgic for the British way of life before World
War IL The issuc of colonialism is also connected to the story of human beings though not mercly a political
concern; hence, it is a postcolonial novel in a limitcd sense, where author's Japanese heritage has limited
significance to the plot. The novel is more concerned about human beings than any heritage or identity.

The Remains of the Day is a historical novel It is one of the most popular post war British novels, It is set in the
mid-1930 to 1970 in England. It presents the declinc of the British aristocracy that can be linked to the Parliament
Act in 1911 which constitutionally governed the relationship between the House of Commons and the House of
Lords. The novel, acknowledged on the hack cover page, is “beautifiul and haunting cvocation of lifc between the
wars in a Great English House”. It is also a profound study of person, class and culture. Much it is concerned with
Stevens’ professional lite as a butler at Darlington House and his relationship with his former colleague Miss
Kenton. It takes place at the backdrop of the World War-Il. The international affiairs and influences of war on the
lives of pcople are quitc cvident. World War Il becomes a trauma, always available in the minds of people. It has not
only influenced their personal lives but also has a long lasting impagt on their minds.

The reminiscences of the war and its influence on individual’s memory and life are often noticed in Ishiguro's
novels. After the war, it becomes difficult to find people as staff in the houses. The major section of the novel is
covered by the past memories or life of the narrator and his loyal service. Steven’s memorics of luxurious life style
in the past and references to British and German agenda before the war, the ideology of Nazis etc. are
simultaneously occur throughout the narratives. The ending is symbolic. Stevens instead looking at the remains of
the day focuses on his future service and what is left of his own lifc. Stevens is much conscious of his inward as well
as outward sense of dignily that becomes his identity which have layers of social constraints, politics, loyalty and
love and relationship. The sensc of loss of humanity and personal self are also the important concerns of the novel.
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However, in the novel, we come across the structural devices of memory and perspective. Past is narrated from the
protagonist’s point of view that engages readers and invites them to look beneath the facts of the incidents beyond
public face. Morcover, the novel also refers to the decline of British aristoeracy. The increase i the 1ax especially
after World War 11 cmphasizes on the breakup of the established system and power, The novel is also significant for
its narrative techniques.

Amos Oz, a professor of literature, is onc of the famous Isracli writers, whose works have been translated into
various languages and has reccived many honours and awards. He also advocates the solution to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, A Perfiect Peace, originally published in Hebrew in 1982 and later translated into English by
Hillel Halkin in the US by Harcourt Brace Jovanovich in 1985.

0Oz’s A Perfect Peace is sel in the backdrop ol the six-Day war in Isracl, It portrays life on a fictional Kibbulz, where
the founding generation and their children are struggling fov their land with cach other. The ideological tension
within Isracli society is at the heart of the narratives, The navel depicts the conllict between the socialist dream and
the strained realities of life in Isracl. Morcover, it is ulso a mystical tale of different human beings, who live together
as family, Through these characters Oz has cvoked strikingly universal drama with the inner and outer
transformation of his country and people. The novel narrates events fromi the six day war fought near the Syrian
border between 1965 and 1967. Along with war and other conflicts, Oz has introduccd various other domestic issues
such as contlict between different generations. Moreover, the novel also examines the disjunctions of history and
transcendation of such divisions by people.

The novel narrates the story of 26 years old protagonist, Yonatan Lifshitz, who lives among the clausirophobic,
inquisitive people and must bear or feel with the older generation’s beliefs. In the winter of 1985 he decides to stan
a new life. He plans to leave Kibbutz, where hic was born and brought up. But the entry of Azarish Gitlia baugs
dramatic chanpes in a socicly, struggting with changing realitics. Earlier he longs for going at urban places but later
he realizes that he can attain harmony in the desert. Yonatan Lifshitz, son of Kibbutz secretary Yolek, reconciles
from all the native values. Being working in the truck shed he ficels as (rapped by family and society. For him
marriage is also a sort of burden, hence decides 1o leave.

Amos Oz has cxplored the psyche of Isracli people. Like other novels, in A Pafedt Peace Oz highlights the
generation gaps, socio-political conflicts, ideological crisis with domestic issues within the Israeli population. The
title reflects the mood of the novel. It is a tale of redemptive headlong journey, cmphasizes on characiers,
simultaneously, appear ordinary from outward but hizarre and funtastic fromy inside. The inner turmoil wad exterior
outline is presented very sharply.

Thus, these novels discuss important considerations in the development of trauma theory, history and different
socio-political human concerns. It fosters ethical as well as positive political responses and also has broadened the
theory that could accommodate multiple experiences. The novels are not only studying the past interaction and
human concerns but also focus on the narratives of suffering that help us 1o understand the planetary humanism.
More significantly, it helps us to swdy the post-colonial world and c¢xplore the practices, experiences and the
influence of power on the local settings.
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