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Abstract: 
~111nati 

This paper deals with the selected slave narratives by women Wr't 

antebeJJum period. The slave narratives was a powerful literary genre1trs in 

19th century in America, which introduced the evil of slavery to the north 1 1 the 

in the country. Slavery was unlawful in the north and many qid not kno;rners i 
the southern landowners treat their slaves. With the publication of nu"" how 

th d 18 th h f d' • •!teroUs 
slave narratives in the 17 an century pat e 1c con 1ttons of the 1 
reached every corner in America and the whole country was divided i aves 

issue of slavery. The northerners wanted to abolish it, while the southe n the 

wanted to continue it as it was beneficial to them. ~he is~ue was fi:~ 

resolved through a war, commo~ly known the Amen can Civil War (I 86/ 

1865) which ultimately resulted 1n the abohtton of slavery. The present pa 

studies slave narratives of three women writers - Isabella Baum free FranPer 
. . 1 . ' ces 

Ellen Watkins Harper and Hamet Jacob. S ave narratives was a neglect d 

genre in American literature till recently and the women's slave narrative 

hardly received attention. Hence the paper evaluates a few narratives ;s 

African-American women writers Y 
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The evil custom of slavery ended in America in 1865 liberatm· g U 

thousands of black slaves from their white masters, who exploited them fully • J 

The black slaves were brought to America from Africa and were forced to work 

on the plantation in America owned by the whites. The first ship of the slaves- f 

Mayflower - arrived on the American shore in 1619 and since then the slave . • I 
trade continue~ in America. Thus, slavery be?an in America due to the greedy J 

and selfish whites. The slaves were treated tnhum~ly; they were not given 

basic human rights and sometimes were tortured to death. The black slaves 

patiently endured the injustices done to them for several years, but started 

resisting the atrocities of the whites slowly. 
Some landowners were gentle and treated their slaves in a good way; 

they gave their slaves nutritious food, comfortable accommodation and also 

some education. Thus, after staying in a foreign land for many years as slaves, 

they could speak their masters' language. Some of them started writing about 

themselves and about their fellow slaves depicting the conditions of the slaves 

in America. Some of them could not read and write so they narrated their 

stories to their masters, who penned them down, thus preserving the life stories 

of the oppressed. These narratives, often tenned as "slave narratives" crune in 
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