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The Depiction of Insurgency in Assam in Selected Short Storics by Assamese

Wrilers
BT C:';,-.\l. wale T3 Thos
Associe Professor
Dept. of English
Tuljaram Chaturehand College, Buramati

Abstrace:
In the 20" century. Indva witnessed several Seporansts niovements ar differenr paris of the eountry
There were organizations such as ULFA (United Libereation Front of Assam) who wanted a separate
nation for the Assamese. Thexe orsaneations wroaled boovoe in Assam, disturbing the pubiic life Thes
rebels were waging an armed insurgency 1o topple the established government in Asseam. Youths Joined
this revolutionary organization in huge numbers which was eventwally curbed dovwn wiih force by the
central governmeni. Assam was, thus, in the grip of violence for move than 30 years - from 19805 i
2010. Looking back at the insurgency period, the writers in Assam wrote about the tinudtuous trawmnatic
pasi of the siate. They wrote about the undaunted account of a war India has been fighting against
terrorism. The present paper is a sty of selected tales of the insurgency period in Assam, which
narrare how the war affecred individuals ax well ax the public
Key words: Insurgency, trauma, war, short story
India has entered the 75" year of its independence in 2021 The journey of India’s independence has
been rather difficult as the country had to face challenges of separatism and insurgency Many states or
parts of the country felt neglecied and did not consider themselves as parts of the country. The north-east
states in India, especially, had the sirong feeling of being culurally and linguistically very different from
the rest of the country. Thus. in the Morth-East the insurgencies were born ot of desires for separate
countries; every state in the region wanted 1o build a homeland for their tribes They were angry with the
neglect and apathy from the decision makers in New Delhi. In Assam separatist tendencies emerzed in
the late 1960s and early1970s. it got momentum in 19805 when the ULFA became stronger, guining
contral over the majority pants of the suae. The ULFA's ohjective was 1o antain an independent,
sovergirn Asoom = CSwadbim Asom” (Prabhakma 72y The conrml ervermmient e

e
insurgent group and later ook militwy action agunst them when they demied o surrender. Eventually,
the separatists” iendencies died away and Assam joined (he nainstream of indi.

Assamese writers have been writing about the insurgency period since the 21" century. More recently
writers like TemsiilaAo and Jahanavi Barua came up with many storics of insurgencics which depict the
wmulivous traumatic experience of individuals as well as of the community. The trauma of war had a
profound effect on the minds of Assamese. The writers from the region set the stories in the insurgency
period and narrate how it alfected the lives of the people who were involved in it. In the recent
anthology of the short stories How fo Tell the Story of em Insurgency(2020) Aruni Kashyap, the editor of
the collection, brings together several stories of the disiurbing era of the state. These siories are
originally written cither in Assamese. Bodo or English language highlighting the polyphonic conditions
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cover the publisher wites: “(tie book] attcimpts o
conther thae the rest ol India knows of only through lacts and Ngures
television channels®. The present paner deals with the 1wo short stories from How
Insurgency 10 show the effects of insurgency on individuals and society. Anurd
“Suirender” and Jahnavi Barua's “The Vigil'have been selected in the paper o0 stuc
trauni of war,

The recent human history has been wraumatic. The World Wars, the holocaust J
different parts of the world have made the human life miserable and uncertain.The word “trnma’ o,
trom the ancient Greek, meaning ‘wound®. In the present medical and psychiit :
understood as a wound inflicted not upon the body but upon the mind. It 1s the powerful e:ﬁnunn,ﬂ shegy
which breaches the experience of time, self and the world in dreams and flashbacks. The actual
incident haunts the person in his/her present time. Trauma is the impact of shocking oecutrentes ;o
profoundly affect an individual's life. The inner tragedy leaves wounds and scars that © _
erased and which influence later behavior in unsuspected and unpredictable ways The repreesiiis % t‘h’
incidents in the memory often prove mentally disturbing for the persen. Sigmund Freud [.IM{"[‘J "
first associated trauma with hysteria in women. Later he used the term in the wreatment ol vichms of
wrench warfare during the First World War. Thus ‘trauma’ refers to a real physical or caplioas, tie
that surprises the senses and against whick the mind and body must defend itsell. (Eyerman 43)

The warlike situation in Assam for several decades proved fatal for the citizens of the statcln
*Surrender’ the narrator presents the story of Dipok, a former militant in Assam, who has now g
uparms and wanis to live a normal life. But his past, his former connections with the Assan ltheriig
militants make his life unbearable in the present. The mark of the “militant’, it seems. could not b
erased on him. Anuradha Sharma Pujariweaves the plot of the story on the idea that “once a rehel alwa
4 rebel "The lives of the surrendered militants are not easy in the present time They are humiluted
distrusted and the complete integration of these formerrebelsin society is not possible. The nareits

i Asaam O the
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states: “Though he had returned 1o the mamnstream, he had never recerved a warni selcoiie
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the society as a common citizen. He is considered as the ‘other’ and constantly lives in the “web o
suspicion’.Dipok’s wish to lead a normal life of a civilian is never fullilled. Although he has cut lmscd
off from the revolutionaries, he is still considered as “one of them’.

Dipok is aware of the fact that policemen, neighbors, and even his wife — Sondhya — distiust b
Whencver something wrong goes in the town, the police would interrogate him first. Thus Dipok
utterly devastated as he realizes that 12 one lrusts him. He wanted to live a respectable lite like hi
ncighbor Neelkantha Barua, hence cut himself off from the revolutionarics. He believes that his daughis
Moumon would remember him as ‘a good person’.Shantonu. his brother-in-law. often areues ._._.,”;hm:
on his surrender. Shantonu finds fault with the revolutionarics and humiliates Dipok lor the lile he b
been living. Dipok is thus torn between the past and the present. He realizes that it 1s impassible for hi
1o lead o normal life. The narrator depicts his mental condition as: *If he had known life alter aivine v
the pun would be like this, he would never have surrendered. never given up the path of vinlcm::-‘ ( l[r
Dipok realizes that neither the militant group noi the guvcmmzm‘ would let him live freely The polic
suspect his involvement if there is some uttack somewhere by the insuigent ErOups in the pawn Dipok

The Journal of Oriental Research Madras (Print Only) C“P)’l’ight 2023 - Ayt
gl Rl (1813

aqy

Principal
Tyljaram Chaturchand College
Baramati




[ssue-92,May 2022 ISSN 0022-2401
j Dr. Shashank B. Mane T The Depiction of Insurgency in Assam in ;
i Selected Short  Stories by  Assamese I el
Wiilers ST
13 Dr. Sonali Rahn! Poueoy Potiayai  of  Woman SRl ‘ e
| Deshpande's Fiction = —
Sudheer K V “An Analysis on _Thlr_ﬁfl_p_;m"{ Vialaon |
19 of Human Rights On The Mululaceted 78-82
Psychological Functiomng Of Vieums |
. Hemant Singh Tanwar Trends and Factors Responsible  for .
20 & Migrant crisis in Alghanistan §3-84
Dr. Simran Kaur, “Migrants and refugees are not pawiy on
Assistant the chesshourd  of  humenie™  -Pope
' Francis .
- E;:‘:;“B Ramsing Impact o Globalization in M.ud::rn §9-92
= City:Mahesh Dauani's Play The Big Fat _
. City L a
22 Ravindra Ramdas Borse Joathan: A Quest for Human Rights M_
Appraisal of Primary Education Facility 102-106
23 Dr. Ramnath Kesarwani andd Education backpround of Women in
Dhwle District
Appraisal of Primary Educauon Facility
24 Dr.Sanjay B.Ghodase and Education background of Women in 107-110
Dhule District
Sahil Bains Trends In Ipr Filing In India With Respect lll-”?
25 To Patents And Geographical Indications
Soumilya Ghosh Judiiri-lrll_ll:rrpfclmtun of Article 21 and | 119-124
26 Right w Health as Fondamental Risht: r
i. | Gross Violinon during Pandemic in I:!-‘{Ii;j I
Wdlama s Buolkal 'AUI-\- = R s Ay YYOHTICHE &
27 Jourmey  from  Fundmmentalism  To ! 125-129
| Liberalism In Ibis Trilogy
28 Vishal, Ph.D. Scholar Elderly and their Riéh[.s‘ A Case Swdy of 130-141
Haryana
Mano) ©raram Warjurkar Violaon of Womens Human Rights in
29 & Meena Kandasamy's When | Hy rg"_- Or the 142146
Dr. Priylldai'shi Portrait of the Writer us a Vesnrng Wife B
V Meshram
30 Pratik A. Agrawal Depitl:u'un of Human Rights i Tom  |1a7.151
Morrison's Novel “The Bluest Eye" | i

e

Vhe Journal of Oriental Rescarch Madras (Pring Only) ' |
wpynght 2022 - Autho

Wl

ﬁaqt@
Principal

Tyljaram Chaturchand College
Baramati




Tssue-92. May 2022 [SSN 00224y,

for 11! The insurgeney P Awmieam esenls £ v pe ot the stafe The franm ol war v
; a4 b PR AN

devastating that P"—"-'Plc were just bewildered with its experience. They realized that they were by
against each other, cutting their brother's throats to earn freedom.
Thus, the selected stories in the paper reveal effects of insurgency on the hves o e Assaii e
war-like sitiation i the state kept every citizen disturbed People were caught in such sinativin § o
where they could not escape. There was no future for the insurgents and they did not birve the progs
support. The writers artistically depict the disturbed period of Assam in front ol the readers
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e mtaek &t Dipok’s hoose When the msurgents inform Dipok he is devasiated because he knows it
the police will never believe him: lie will be held responsible for the nwurder He laments to is wife:

Sondhya, 15 going to let me hive, Que day, 1 left the comforts | was used to with the resolution o achieve

treedomt | wanted 10 hve hike o free bird and reside i the abode of my dreams, b ut fow 1 lve ke
sinall, insigmicant sprder. hanging rom a calwely

1 kinow police won't believe me, but whiatcin |
dovio earn ther trast ! (13

In order 1o prove his imocence, he gives details of s former colleagues to police. The rebels ultimately
murder Dipok for being the informer of the police! Thus, Dipok was caught in a situanion from where
there was no escape. Anuradha Sharma Pujan shows a different facet of msurzency Once you are
associated with the rebels, you are always considered as rebel, no matier what you do the socrery will
NEVET dCCepl you as a cotumon citizen!
In “The Vigil" Jahnavi Bama explores a mother's emonions as she has to balance her affection between
her 1wo sons — a police officer and an underground rebel. Both of them fight on opposite sides of the war
and Nirmala being the mother of Moina and Bapukon cannot take sidces. Moina, the elder brother has
joined the rebels 9 years ags. since then he visits his mother secretly during night. Through Moimna the
parrator presents the 1fe of an underground militant during the msurgency. Both the brathers loved cach
other when they were young. However, Bapukon after getling into police services has cut off any
relations with Mo, He feels that his brother is Tighting a losing battle, He knows that the rebels will
never succeed, He tells his mother: . _
but these boys. . . what on earth has got into them? No government is going 1o give l!ﬂ_ﬂ“ mdependence.
yet they continue to fight, appearing from nowhere and disappearing like ghosts into mist. 23 :
Bapukon, thus. is aware of the futility of his brother's auempts in fighung !.ur a free .A_mlm. He being Et ¢
part of the state machinery knows 1S plans for the insurgents. He :nrurrrts his mother |:hml the
sovernment had heen patient with the separatists for a lang time but now ‘there is to be a crackdown n.n
\he msurgents: the army is baving for blood, siraimng like a dog at its leash'.(27) The mother. mu,lss
Aware u,;; the Mo -.m.. selected o wrong (h whd she cannot dissuade humn from lus maiives. ahe
i " % e Yvenr anits e ot v S ey o thear e 1 T
die in it. Whenever she hears the siren of an ambulance, she feels that she has lost her son
Ihe complications i the pmaly anse because o the giowing lensions pelween he 1Wo Iroiers.
Although at dapper level they suil love and cae Tor each other, they cannot I';u.'.c cach other, hcu..m:
Moina cannot visit his rother while Bapukon is at home Secondly, Bapukon refuses to zet married
first. He feels that his older brother should get married before he does. But Moina has no such plans,
also. it is highly impossible for Moma to get married because no girl wnu!dl choose an uud.-:rgmund
militant as her husband, Later in the story Bapukon who has crossed }U. ::h:n:u_!cs Lo _:;c:tlmamr:.d as he
realizes that his brather will never surrender and live a narmal life, On his wedding day Nirmala secretly
teceives the news of Maoini's death; she s caught in a dilemma now, How would she T-L‘L?Cl now'? .
The narrator projects the troubled period of insurgency in Pfss-.un when people were dwmi_cd t:_m the issue
ol the separate counwy for the Assumese. Severnl separatist gmupfu were vehemently highting to gan
fieedom, wWhile many belicved that the dream of the separate fand will not come trie; there was no need
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