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CHINA’S INTERVENTION IN CHANGING
RELATION OF INDIA & NEPAL

Prof. Devidas Vijay Bhosale*

“In international politics, no one is a permanent friend or foe only we
must look after our own interests”

-Winston Churchill

INTRODUCTION

The objective of this paper is to analyze the changing relation of India
and Nepal in the last five years China’s role into it. The changing power
equation in Nepal over the past five years and China’s role in it needs
to be studied from India’s point of view. It is necessary because China
seeks to increase its dominance by subjugating India’s neighbors. India
have always tried to maintain close ties with Nepal and its geopolitical
location, In this paper researcher has analyzed changes in India-Nepal
relation after the Madhesi movement and Chinese influence on it. China’s
growing interference needs to be curtailed. Without it, the base of Indian
fO‘TEign policy & peaceful coexistence cannot exist. India’s relations
with its neighbors are cordial since independence but it appears to be
harr.lpered by China’s aggression. This other side of the dispute between
India and Nepal needs to be studied. India and Nepal have close ties
(ff friendship and cooperation as neighbors, in which there is a deep
zonnection between the public and contacts of kindship and culture. An
C(F;S;‘tt{()’fde‘r between India and Nepali is a symbol of reliability of both
Nepal”'az-sf'rom thg T.r.eaty of Peace and Friendship between India and
facilitiég 0) Nepali citizens have taken unprecedented advantage of the

S and opportunities in India like Indian citizens. India and Nepal

\
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have several bilateral institutional dialogue mechanismes, llllhuhmv th
. ( ¢ Y o

Indo-Nepal Joint Commission, which is headed by the Foreign Ministe,
[ [ | « )

i India and the Foreign Minister of Nepal. When carthquake struck

( “ s . . .

Nepal on an April 25, 2015, the Government of India sent 4 Special ajrey \f
‘\ < C ¥ Ty ) ! : - ) ! « -

including the National Disaster Response Team and reljof Materia)s 4,

Nepal. Nepalis a landlocked country, they d?pc{ul on India for se, freiphy
After the implementation of the new constitution of Nepal an agitation
of Madhesi people took place during the tenure of Prime Minister kp
Oli. Madhesi people blocked the roads of Nepal and India. The Madhes;
agitation happened in September 2015 which had an adverse effect on
India-Nepal relation. During the agitation, there was a huge shortage of
food and medicine in Nepal. During this period, statements were made
by the Nepali government and media that the blockade was imposed by
India. After this, action was taken to reduce Nepal’s dependence on India.
Meanwhile, China and Nepal relation is getting stronger and closer. Nepal
basically shares borders only with India and China. Naturally, China was
the second option to reduce its dependence on India. Olj visited China a
few months after the incident. During the visit, China intended to reduce
India’s monopoly power in Nepal. The first agreement was the Trade
and Transit Agreement, which introduced the supply of goods to Nepal
through China. In the second agreement, it was decided to reduce the
import of petroleum products from India and take it from China.

Objective of the Study

1. Study India-Nepal Relation after the Madhes; crisis in September 2015.
2. Study Chinese influence in India Nepal Relations.

Research Methodology: The present study is based on secondary data.
Therefore, the required data is been collected from various sources such
as, relevant research papers, newspaper articles and websites.

Current scenario and Issues with Nepal: In the present scenario Nepal
15 one of the neighbors creating tensions. The border between India
and Nepal is about eighteen hundred kilometers. In 1816, the Treaty ot
Sugwali was signed between India and Nepal. Kalapani was the area of
dispute in this apreement. Kalapani covers an area of 372 square meters
and 1s bordered by China, Nepal and India. The Mahakali River originates
m Kalapani. /\u'urdin;; to the Sugavali Agreement, the Mahakali River
15 the boundary Nepal recently has released a political map showng
Lipulekhg, Kalapani and Limpiyadhura as part ot Nepal's territory. Nepal
h‘llls claimed 395 square kilometers of India in its new map. [_ipjmmihun,
Lipulekh, Kalapani, Gunji, Nabhi and Kuti villages are also claimed. Not
(.mly that, Nepal's Prime Minister Olj is bringing legislation in Parliament
M this regard, Nepal's Opposition had asked for a I"u\‘v days to consider the
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. the new map: S‘ina: then, (‘)ppositi'on hyas decided to support
oval ! ° L ment bill. The borders of India, Nepal and China come
(.mu; \ “Pulckh arca. The development of the road between
in 111; I.;pul“kha in Uttarakhand was inaugurated by Defense
‘;,‘wth-smgh of India. This route saves time and is important
" o Mansarovar pilgrims. India built roads in this area and Nepal

N b \:t in to that. However, India has clarified that the construction is
has © -mLib‘ own territory. The area has been patrolled by India through
do‘n;‘1 liI:)-"F‘ib’etan Border Force since the Sino-Indian War of 1962. Because
:,]:;hl ]Lndia and Nepal have a claﬁm on this area talks have been going
:m . this regard and two countries have decided to find a way through
giscussions at the Foreign Secretary level. Despite this, Nepal has done
the turbulence. There is discussion that Nepal’s action is being carried
out with the support of China. But due to the role of Nepal India-Nepal
-elations is strained. China is building a railway line to Kathmandu which
will go further to Lumbini. China’s railway line to Lumbini via Nepal is
an obstacle to India’s strategic interests. Because of this railway, China can
move fast through Nepal to the Indian borders.

appr

Chinese Role in India and Nepal Relation: China has started making
huge financial investments in Nepal in the last five years. China’s share
is 80% of Nepal’s foreign direct investment. In the last few years, China’s
influence in Nepal has increased tremendously. Through this, China wants
o connect Tibet and Kathmandu by rail. This railway will be built by the
Chinese army and this train can go to Lumbini. As Lumbini is located
on the India-Nepal border, China will have access to the Indian border.
Through Nepal, China wants to overcome India. Against this background,
Xi Jinping’s said in recent speech to the People’s Liberation Army and
the People’s Armed Police, “We are ready for war” This can’t be ignored.
Since the spread of the Corona, India has taken an anti-China stance in
2ll possible global organizations. Although Prime Minister Modi’s recent
speech did not explicitly mention China, yet it challenges to end the
dependence on China. At present, the law has been amended to prevent
Chinese capitalists buying from Indian companies, taking ad_vantage Qt
the current situation. In short, post-corona India is redeﬁn%qg its placg in
the world against the backdrop of China’s unreliable credibility and China
wants to get India involved in many contflicts. Nepal’s movements are the
culmination of that. It is possible that Pakistan can cause some new harnj
soon. Recently, the World Health Organization has d.c.cndeq that Chxncll
should provide all information about the corona. Rising mtern_atlé)na
pressure on China and the Corona crisis have put China’s economy 1'n eiﬁ
trouble. It is worth looking at the new strategies used by' X} to d;al “;‘ o
the growing criticism at the international level. Part of this is a chang
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military strategy at the internal level, while another is aggression T
with our neighbors. The third is the response at the economic andpt()hc
level where possible and the last is changing diplomacy. Ching’s grovt)de
aggression towards India is part of this strategy. The strategy is to intensl‘nf
the actions that are being taken to infiltrate India in different areag on ly
border but also try to ensure that it does not turn into a war. China ig beh(i):é
Nepal’s sudden border dispute with India. It is Nepal’s role to uge inteng
nationalism to resolve Nepal's internal political problems and to dq SO is
an anti-India stance, and it has always been supported by China. Ching's
policy to help Pakistan by building a dam on the Indus River in the Gilgit-
Baltistan region has also come out of aggression. Considering all issyes
above, it is more important to formulate a policy on China than on Nepal's
aggressive stance. In the future, China could cause India’s relations with
its neighbors to deteriorate. Therefore, it is necessary to identify China’s
strategy to stop China and devise a counter-strategy against it. China is
trying to surround India, by its ambitious projects like CPEC, OBOR and
the project to encircle India by sea named String of Pearls. Apart from this,
China is trapping India by providing financial assistance to its neighbors;
this policy is called China’s loan diplomacy or debt-trap diplomacy. This
has led to huge financial investments from China in countries like Sri
Lanka, Maldives, Pakistan and Bangladesh. Considering all the issues,

India needs to take cautious steps in this regard.

CONCLUSION

China’s strained trade tie with the United States has hit the Chinese
economy hard. Then the corona originated in China and spread all over
the world, so the whole world went against China. If we look at China’s
action against India from China’s strategic point of view, we gain new
meaning. Similarly, Chinese have resorted to aggression in their political,
economic and military policies. Part of this is the border issues that Nepal
has raised against India and Chinese military operations in Ladal_<h aﬂ_d
Sikkim.China is behind Nepal’s sudden border dispute with Indla.‘ I.t 1S
Nepal's role to use intense nationalism to resolve Nepal's internal political
problems and to do so in an anti-India stance, and it has always ?i;‘;
supported by China. China’s military evils should not be ign.ored, anc o
answer should be given in the same way. But at the same t o ;
to understand China’s strategy. China is running hidden agendf} Jtp]ce to
India China tries to overcome India by providing financial assistat that
India’s neighbors. In short, China wants to portray India as a coxlr}i} This
has border disputes with their neighbors and bullies small (zouﬂtrltl;{tries.
should emphasize strengthening relations with neighboring o must
At the same time, China’s hidden agenda with Indi '
be thwarted. In the border conflict, there is a debate ©
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id play in the case of China. Decisions about international relations
-houlG J . . A—— ;. : . . )
,no; to be considered in many ways. India-China relations will have to
neeC ) Ny . ) ) . W

o deci ded by wpsldgrmg next ten to twenty years. Pain of 1962 war
" in the minds of Indians, but the present reality should be take
1 Ut R

L n into
ation while making further plans.

;oﬂSid er
SUGGESTIONS

here are some important things to keep in mind to encounter China’s
-hallenges.We need to understand China'’s strategy. In short, China wants
.o portray India as a country that has border disputes with all its neighbors
:nd bullies to small countries. This should emphasize strengthening

relations with neighboring countries. At the same time, China’s hidden
agenda with India’s neighbors must be thwarted.

1. There should be a strong defense system on the border and no Chinese
aggression should be tolerated.

2. To deal with the situation with China, two paths need to be adopted,

; one of which is to create diplomatic channels and second is to apply
pressure.

(W8 }

Relations with Japan-Korea-Vietnam-Indonesia-Russia should be
strengthened.

= At present, the US is ready to come closer to India and help, take
advantage of it but don’t rely on them our own strength is important.

J

India should focus on strengthening relations with its neighbors.
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