TR Aafeen U,
‘arrorelt Tt 3norg W
| ntribution of Educationm

' of Role and Co . . n'y
St Empowerment in India

A
Kalyani Wamap |, Uthg,

On
Assistant Professor,Department of Compye, dhe

% . Cle
and College of Arts, Science and Commerce, Baramatj, (Autonomor:i;

CO aut
Sandesh Vilas Raﬂ‘]‘gr

Assistant Professor, Department
Tuljaram Chaturchand College of Arts, Science and Commerce,

Tuljaram Chaturch

f Englig,

Baramgy;

Autonomons)
-act: : Imi

Abstra The idea of an empowered woman is not only limited to a womap Who

is literate, but the meaning stretches far' beyond. A'ccqrdmg to Wikip¢dia,
women's empowerment includes, “accepting women's v1e;;vrpom}tls or maklng
an effort to seek them, raising the status Qf women t ough education,
awareness, literacy, and training.” By ex.tenswn lj[ also strives to rpake her
independent in every aspects and skills of life that will change the quality of her
life and to help her live a happy, healthy, prosperous, balancefi and peaceful
life. Swami Vivekananda, a great spiritual leader.and reformering India, once
said, “We want that education by which character is formed, strength of rfnnd is
increased, the intellect is expanded, and by which one can stand on one s own
feet.” So, for the overall progress of women, right guidance aqd e.ducatlon in
every aspect of life is the golden key. Women empowerment is lifelong gn'd
challenging process, which should be started from the chlldhood of the g_1rls
education. A good and sound education will definitely bring about the desired
change in the girls and women and make them self-sufficient. Thlg paper will
discuss how education in India is a major contributor in empowering women
and how it plays a prime role to make her self-sufficient and independent.
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(b in thei families and in the Community,

| ition ermission of tl}e famll)f or.thc Society to recejye ?h;t{)th.?y did not
wﬁvct-len To change this pathetic situation many socia] refor n:;lc ncei of
TS worked

7 cation: - in various parts of Indj

- Jucd houlder 11 p - India. Along o g

' to S e : g Came §

g houldelr89 7), who took 1n1t1at'1ves for the Indian Women'g . du;‘:il;rrllbaaldPhulc

1831-1%" 7 owards women's empowerment in Indiq began Savitl:ib:;u?’
: IS
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i jo <ible for opening the first school for girls in Indlg. Due to her persistent
Society, the foundation for

e and efforts in the faqe ofa crue-:l patriarchal
SreE and women's education was laid.

e gif Other notable female social reformers who worked

: men's education and women's empo oy towqrds
fimproving o), Tarabai Shinde (1850-1910) Ramarer o 2ims
Gheikh (1831 — ?), ; —1910), Ramabai Ranade
| 1862-1924). M:dle members of the society who joined this mission were
| cople like Raja Ram Mohan Roy ('1772—181.’)3) and Jyotirao Phule
(1827—1890) who defdlcat?c.l th@lr whole lives for girls and women education
| nd for changing their position in the community. Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar
1 (1820~ 1891) is also one of the great Indlgn leaders who worked in the sector of
girls and women education. These social fire brands took huge efforts and
! struggled to bring girls and women in the mainstream of education. Due to
| their tireless work, the common mindset of society started changing. Because
| of this pre-independence work, post-independence India has seen drastic
I changes in women's education. Slowly, the Indian society's perspective
towards girls' and women's education has seen positive changes. Now, all
around the country, people take steps towards girls and women education.
Recent Position of Women Education in India:

There are many obstacles in women's education like child marriages
and early marriages, poverty, male violence against females, gender
inequality, geographical barriers, health issues, religious factors and many
ore. But still,Indian women arecontinuing their fight against these evils. Itis
lafge!y due to education that women are able to overcome all the above
g;lzlrllnogeq problems. The position of women's education has dras.tlcalli)S'
inclir%:d tm comparison to ancient. days. A large sectlon‘of the sr?;;eetl}l’t -
2o plg .0 Provide education to their girl children. 'I:he Indian 80'Ved g
| Numeroymg 4 very important role in the field of girls' and women s;‘: t:ed anci
nUFIUredus schools, colleges and institutions have been estaf ::Sd e o,
the gove Y the government. To promote girls into mainstream O
| fment has launched many government schemes.

| The i . o. .
Wﬂnf(fuowmg Government schemes have been launched in India for
1¢n Educatiop:

1, s
i SalikaSamriddhiYojana (BSY) (1997)

ShlkshaSahyogYojana (2001) -
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iii. SarvShikshaAbhiyan (2002) &

iv. National Programme for Education of Girls at Elemeng,
(2003) eve|

v. Kasturba Gandhi BalikaVidyalayaYojana (2004)

vi. CBSE Merit Scholarship Scheme for Single Girl Child (2006)

vii. Bhagyalaxmi Scheme, Karnataka (2006-2007)

viii. National Scheme of Incentive to Girls for Secondary gy, .
(NSIGSE) (2008) UCatioy

ix. Saakshar Bharat (2009)

x. BetiBachaoBetiPadhao Scheme (2015)

xi. SukanyaSamriddhiYojana (SSY) (2015)

xii. MukhyamantriRajshriYojana (MRY), Rajasthan (2016)
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MajorBenefits Observed due to Women's Education in India:
I. School Enrollment of females has increased in India

SCHOOL ENROLLMENT, PRIMARY, FEMALE{% GROSS)
INDIA
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.Note : Data for year 2004,2005,2006,2018 is not available

As s clearly seen in the above graph, the percentage of school enrollment
for the year 1971was 60.93%, which has increased to 100.90% till 2020. Thus,
it can be conc.luded that many females have entered into the mainstream of
education. This also shows that there is an increasing positive change in the
mindset of the society that girls and women should be given education for theif
overall 'growth. 'Thc? rising line of the graph also prot;nises that the future of
women's education is good. It can be safely said that if the percentage of schoe!

enrollment increases then by and by the percentage of enrollment for highe'
education will also see improvement,
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The above graph points to the increase of literacy rate of female

population from a mere 0.6 % in 1901 to a substantial 65.46 % in 2011. The

alysis of the above graph leads to the conclusion that there is positive and

e markable growth in literacy rate of women in India after independence. The

h also points to a positive future. It is likely that these literate women \x.rill
get more job opportunities in industries, organizations, and even at handling
ifq own businesses in a male dominated society. By extension, this could

only mean more economical freedom for the women folk.
III. Rate of Female Employability

Rate of Female Employability in India
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= The above table is about female employability in India. The graph
f'ﬁ icates that female employability is above average and is quite good. There
i$41s0 an indication that the graph will see an upward rise as the years go by.
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The above graph shows that women employabili.t}.l has increageq
This increase is a direct result of the educational opportunities provided f
women. The graph clearly indicates that gender inequality is reduced in the
field of employability. This means more women are becoming economically
and financially stable. It is but logical that employed and financially stable
women will feel less helpless and dependent on others. By extension, dueto
their self sufficiency, the domestic violence and abuse faced by them wil

decrease.
V. GDP of India has seen an increase

GDP per Capita - India
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The above graph shows that there i . GDPof the

' s growth in the overall

:attlllc;n;?s] 196}? t}vle GDP was 82.18% which increased to 1927.70% in2020.1
carcher's opinion that this increase is because of the increas¢ :

ETiing;t::;ngffmomen"ln a.family, if both the partners are emplo)fe hal
the if’“'Provemegt }netlfir?]ly \;V ill become better, It is the researcher s Vle“erall
e amily's livi : . Uik
nation's living standard. O th}(,: S;) tllll\(;lrng standard in turn improves the‘ nation

will be reduced, hand, the crushing poverty ©
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| :,»;‘p ue to Women's Education, Mortality rate in infant has decreased
Al g
o India
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.~ Theabove graph shows that the mortality rate in infants was 161.8 %
in 1960 which dramatically reduced to 27% till 2020. By looking at above

g h it can be concluded that health awareness in women has increased in

i;m Women. They are becoming very health conscious and have started to

focus on nutrition. It is the researcher's opinion that this increase in health
awareness is because of the increase in education of women. Educated women
'ally marry after the completion of their education or after crossing the
‘marriage age limit set by the Indian Government which is 18 years for women.
They are more knowledgeable about family planning and pregnancy issues, so
that they can avoid destruction caused by risky and unwanted pregnancies.
(This reduces unsafe abortions as well as maternal deaths. Because of
education, they can take care of their own health as well as their children's
ealth properly.

onclusion :

| Education has and will play acrucial role in the women's
empowerment. Due to education,general awareness in women has increased.
Women are increasingly becoming aware about their rights in places like their
home, office, society. Due to increased literacy, women are getting more aware
about management in sectors like their home, office and society. They are also
{0cusing on their health and their family's physical health, mental health,
Physical safety as well as economical security by raising their voice against

"‘»? crime. Because of education, mortality rate has decreased. There is more

Ction in the gender inequality gap, thus, improving the family status. Due
0 €ducation, there is growth in women employment which in turn increases
overall per capita income of family, which in turn increases the overall
of the nation. Educated women become more self-sufficient,
Pendent,confident and empowered. They can live their life happily and

dt?ntly. Thus, the researchers conclude that for women empowerment
alon is essential and must.
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