9

y SAFETY AND HUMAN SECURITY

LOAI ‘ Q
) IN INDIA: AN OVERVIEW

prof. Dr. Chandrakant Bansidhar Bhange*
prof. Devidas Vijay Bhosale**

re
INTRODUCTION

road 3 ansportation are now an essential component of
l!::z?az?::::c:‘;:'Tiofn in the modern world. In some way or another,
evervone uses the roads. .z_\llhmggh the current transportation
cvstem has reduced travel times, it has also increased the chance
of fatalities. Road accidents claim thousands of lives each year
and seriously hurt millions more. Road accidents clangn the lives
of over 80,000 people in India alone each year, accounting for 13%
of all global fatalities. Most often, accidents happen because of a
road user’s negligence or lack of awareness about road safety. As
2 result, learning about road safety is just as important as learning
other survival basics. In terms of road traffic, India is one of the
busiest nations in the world. 2017 saw the south Asian nation’s
sutomobile sector rise to the fourth largest in the world. More
than three million new cars were registered in the nation in 2021.
Moreover, five million kilometers of roads in India carried more
than 65 percent of the nation’s goods and nearly 90 percent of its
passenger traffic. Road safety has become a concern of the utmost
importance for the people of the nation due to the sharp rise in the
number of cars and the ruthlessly packed Indian highways.
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foly 18 the use of *‘”‘nv ("]]-m iNjuries f'mrl/:” ”"”“":M
oad 10 ‘1“,““ and protect (\?’,din(::'lt:l::;" Safety mmf:tirf:_wm""
Keep i]\(}t\’l(ill;'lls safe while they nr(: i accidents. |y h'dﬂh the
<eTS, including  pedestriang,” lw(,“”. the roadways Mf[)nr» tey
muIli—\\'lu‘v\m-,«,, qt\(l other users (,f"»llf'p]pm (“‘;'r-)w}' )mad
o made .snf(‘. It is ‘lwncﬁctial and snf(‘l';w;pmt V"hi(*lcsg‘f:r}:‘rf’
road safety precad tions throughout thbirnlr‘ oy fo F;ff](ttlir"g‘
walking Ot fie l'()nd,‘ everyone shoylg ‘i}l\/ﬂﬁ,' While d,rivin?, u:
others a‘ncl ensure !.hen‘ safely. One of thQ 10w consideration for
sreventing roadside accic?’cms, inillr? "‘10%1 crucial factors in
ensuring that people are safe while kdriv(igs’ and  fatalities s
Jatistical data regarding the total numbcrng? Based on national
and fatalities, we may assess the Signific(’ reported accidents
Pcdcstrians and one-way road users are in3“<lic of_ road safety.
of instances. olved in about 4%,

There are many ways to raise awarene
including seminars, workshops, adgirﬁgelssssam(’”g the public,
safety to the school curriculum, educating peo clmsb(m basxs road
2ross” signal, which means to stop, look }i’igté)nea olxtghe green
crossing the street, teaching people abou’t trafﬁé 2??1?1\1% befpre
seople how to rgez_1d road signs, etc. Following aﬁ t‘rasff'teachmg
Jrecautions significantly reduces the risk of any road alc.safety
Basic vehicle knowledge, defensive driving e cci en'tstli
weather and road conditions, the use of vehicle lights ann;eh :;:]ts
wearing a seat belt, making good use of vehicle mirrors, avoidin '
excessive speeding, understanding road lights, maintainin %
safe following distance, knowing how to handle emerge;gmv
situations, broadcasting awareness documentaries on TV, etc. are
<ome examples of effective road safety measures. Road safety is a
ccience that aims to lessen the number of fatal accidents involving
valuable lives that are brought on by the scrupulous driving
ractices of both licensed and unlicensed drivers, pedestrians’
vulnerability on the roads, the lack of motorable roads, and, to top
it all off, the underperforming, uncommitted, and unmotivated
authorities assigned to the most difficult task. Families are broken
up, losing their primary earncrs, and loved ones, and our nation

is losing people at a threshold rate.

CONCEPTUAL OVERVIEW OF HUMAN SECURITY .

Like all other creatures, humans look for S:ecurity as a survival
mechanism. Human Security can be defined as ‘absence of
threats to various core human values, including "‘_d“"‘“*_“‘ﬂ_s
physical safety.” Security is now viewed more froman individual
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rspective: The protection and provision of

. a state P¢ )
:‘11]1(:'1;1'31:1:1011} ’ humans fr”Om threats 18 O’f‘f}'cially kn A safq
human security. The idea of “human security” is COncemown X
the safety of ndividuals and groups Qf people. “Daily Jif ed yyjyy
1o that aspect of human security W]_llCh relates to Securite refor
with life Lunities and families and extends sec Y issygq
: ve not yet been explored. In thisrclty ang

Onte

(furlty aspect dnd a]SO means p
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"survival” relates to the se€ .
from threats 10 the phy51cal integrity and provision of
bas;

S]c

requirements- Human security is focused on people. It g,
< o S
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attention to safeguarding people. In order to address
dangers, it is crucial to consider individual wellbein SOurceg
o account the requirements of regular people. Humg and takq
would broaden the scope of protection to include a an secuyrit

of threats, such as environme wider rap o

ntal pollution infecti
; NS " s ctio :
and economic deprivation, in addition to protecting thlés diseases,
external aggressio state frop

25! . The realization of human security requi
only the participation of governments, but also a W)i(d quiresno
different actors, including local communities, non- €T Tange of
organizations, and regional and internati(’mal gf vernmenty]
In addition to providing protection, human secur'tgamzafions.
INdlYIdUHlS qnd societies more power. People ly-al.so gives
coming up with and putting into action solutions tg ?gzgéﬁa?f by
rity.
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MAJOR CAUSES OF ACCIDENTS
lrhe identiﬁcatipn of 'the cm}tributing and determin
that cause traf_ﬁc acgdents is ““f—' Mai;

-quses of trafﬁ_c accidents are divide
L]‘w sake of this research: human f,
Em’ironmental factors,

ON THE ROAD

ctors, vehicle

Human Factors

d traffic accidents are Primarily Caused b Variables ¢
rRecfsted to people. Mos_t studies have shown tgat between f;gtae;rg
80 percent (_:)f all traffic accidents are caused by humap error,
with drivers mlstakes Tecelving most of the blame, CSpecially in
developing nations (Fanuel, 2006} WHO, 2013). All the elements
relating to dr1ver§ and pedest}‘lgns. are referred tq as
factors (road users error), Most Injuri
on the road are caused by drivers wh

the influence of alcohol or drugs, lack o EXpertise, inattention, o
other factors (WHO, 2013).

Vehicle Factors

Other contributing and determin_ing elerr_1ents int
many road traffic accidents, part1c;ularly in devel
vehicle-related problems.Accordl‘ng to (F _ |
and technical flaws in the vehicle contrlb.ute considerably to
traffic accidents. This is due to a la_ck of routine maintenance, the
most common cause of which being faulty brakes and tyres. It
is important to maintain cars properly througl_mut their worﬁ.m]

lives in addition to raising standards and Improving ve llcli
designs (WHO, 2013). Most automobiles in poor nations lac

routine maintenance and are outdated and second-hand (mainly
used).

he occurrence of

oping nations are
anuel, 2006), mechanical

Environmental Factors

Environmental elements play a ro'le in .de:erdml:;ggmt‘ﬁffé?
accidents as well, Injury-causing variables include
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INDIAJ tal of 449,002 accidents occur across the Nation
2019 saw 2 ; o1 113 fatalities and 451;3{”1” Il‘)‘lllf'lGS-u N term,
resulting mw “he number ©f accidents e YL 3:86/0 in 2019
of percentad the previous year while t/he number of acciden;.
4 to the | injmicg fell by 0.20% and 3.86, respectively
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Road accidents are multi-cause events that frequently originate
from the interaction of several causes. such as I human error,
(ii) the road environment, and (iii) the state pf the vehicle. The
following, among others, is revealed by the information on the
causes of traffic accidents that was received from the States/UTs:

Over speeding is a prominent cause of death under the category
of traffic rule violations, accounting for 67.3% of all fatalities,
followed by driving on the wrong side of the road, which was
responsible for 6.1% of all fatalities in accidents. 3.3% of fatalities
were related to the use of mobile phones, while 3.5% were related
to drunk driving. Additionally, the number of people fatally
injured for these reasons increased significantly in 2019 compared
to 2018, indicating the need for better enforcement of MVA 2019,
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