; 2022
fssue-92,May ISSN 0022-3301

The Depiction of lusurgency in Assam in Selected Short Stories by Assamese
Wrilers
L] QE....,].....,;. A
Associte Profesyor
Dem. of English
Tuljmam Chaturchand College, Baramat

At

In the 20" cemury, India wimessed severul xepavatises* mowvements af different parts of the country

There were orgamizations such ax ULFA (United Lileration Front of Assam) who wanted a separaie
nation for the Avsamese These orsani-mmons wreabed baver i A svami, divtwrbing the pubfac Hife Thess
rebels were waging an armed insireency to topple the extablished government in Assam. Youihs joincd

this revolutionary ergamization i huge nowmbers which weas evenmally curbed doven weth force by the

central government. Assam was, thics, in the grig of vielence for more than 30 vears - from [9805 1o
2010. Looking back at the insurgency periodd, the writers in Assam wrete abowt the tomadraeus trammalic

past of the state, They wrote about the undaunted account of o war India has been fighting against
terrarism. The present puper 15 a study of selected niles of the insurgency period in Assem, which
narrate how the war affecred mdividuals ax well as the public
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Tndia has entered the 75" year of its independence in 2021 The journey of India’s independence has
been rather difficult as the country had 1o face challenges of separatism and insurgency Many states or
parts of the country felt neglected and did not consider themselves as parts of the country. The north-cast
states in India, especially, had the strong leeling of being culiwrally and lingusstically very different from
the rest of the country. Thus. in the North-East the insurgencies were born owt of desires Tor separate
countries; every state in the region wanted 1o build 2 homeland for their tribes They were angry with the
neglect and apathy from the decision makers in New Delhi. In Assam separatist tendencies emerged in
the latc 1960s and carly1970s. it got momentum in 19805 when the ULFA became stronger, guming
control over the majority parts of the stie. Thie ULFA"s objective vus w0 attaitt an independent,
svergren Aseem = “Swadhm Asom” i Prabbakae T The contml emoermment tnped gn ameene the
insurgent group and later ook military action agunst them when they denied w surrender. Eventually,
live separatists iendencies died away and Assan jomed the Drinstiresm ol india
Assamese writers have been writing about the insurgency period since the 217 cemury. More recently
writers like TemsillaAo and Jahanavi Barua came up with many storics of insurgencics which depict the
fumuliuous traumatic experience of individuals as well as ol the community. The trauma of war had a
profound effect on the minds of Assamese. The wniters from the region set the siones in the insurgency
peniod and narrate how it affected the lives of the people who were involved in it In the recent
anthology of the short stories How to Tell the Storv of an Inswrgency(2020) Aruni Kashyap, the editor of
the collection, hrings together several stories of the disturhing era of the staie These stories are
ariginally written cither in Assamese. Bodo or English language highlighting the polyphonic conditions
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